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Manual Cinema’s 
Lula Del Ray

FRI, MAR 31, 2017  I  CAPITOL THEATER

Series sponsored by:
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PUPPETSO V E R T U R E ’ S
PUPPET FESTIVAL

OVERTURE.ORG |   608.258.4141
RECOMMENDED WHEN USED FOR REPRODUCTIONS SMALLER THAN 2.25” WIDE.

MAR 31 – APR 9, 2017
Check out the Playhouse Gallery Puppet Exhibit, which features original work 
from local artists and puppeteers – open throughout the festival!
 
FRI, MAR 31
Festival Kick Off!  Rotunda Stage/Playhouse Gallery | 5 – 6:30 PM
Puppet play-station and an interactive Shadow Puppet Theater presented by 
First Act. Family-friendly refreshments available. 

Manual Cinema’s Lula Del Ray  $25+ | Capitol Theater | 7 PM
 
SAT, APR 1 
Family Toy Theater Workshop*  MMoCA | 9 AM – NOON

Puppet Play Theater  FREE | Rotunda Lobby | 9 AM – 3 PM

KIR: Taiwan Puppets  FREE | Rotunda Stage | 9:30 AM, 11 AM, 1 PM

The Man Who Planted Trees  $26 | Promenade Hall | 1 PM, 3 PM
 
SUN, APR 2
Puppet Play Theater FREE | Rotunda Lobby
11:30 AM – 4 PM

Erth’s Dinosaur Zoo Live $25+ | Capitol Theater
1 PM, 4:30 PM  |  Pre-show meet and greet for both 
performances with VIP ticket, space limited.
Family Toy Theater Workshop* 
Promenade Hall  |  12:30 – 3:30 PM
 
* Local artist Felice Amato will lead 
a Toy Theater Workshop for families 
to create a small toy theater set and 
puppets. Cost is $15 per family with 
supplies included.
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COMPANY BIO
MANUAL CINEMA is a performance collective, design studio, and film/ video production 
company founded in 2010 by Drew Dir, Sarah Fornace, Ben Kauffman, Julia Miller, and Kyle 
Vegter. Manual Cinema combines handmade shadow puppetry, cinematic techniques, and 
innovative sound and music to create immersive stories for stage and screen. Using vintage 
overhead projectors, multiple screens, puppets, actors, live feed cameras, multi-channel sound 
design, and a live music ensemble, Manual Cinema transforms the experience of attending the 
cinema and imbues it with liveness, ingenuity, and theatricality. The company tours its own live 
performances and also works in collaboration on sound and design with other organizations.

Manual Cinema’s performances have been presented by such organizations as The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art (NYC), The Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago, The Noorderzon Festival 
(Netherlands), The Kimmel Center (Philadelphia), The O, Miami Poetry Festival, The Tehran 
International Puppet Festival (Iran), Underbelly at the Edinburgh Fringe, the Off Center Festival 
(Segerstrom Center, CA), and The Public Theater in NYC. The company has collaborated 
with StoryCorps (NYC), Erratica (London), The Belgian Royal Opera (Brussels), Hubbard 
Street Dance (Chicago), Pop-Up Magazine (San Francisco), Nu Deco Ensemble (Miami), 
NYTimes best-selling author Reif Larsen (NYC), and three time Grammy Award-winning eighth 
blackbird (Chicago). Future performances include continued touring throughout the US and 
Canada, debut tours in Mexico, France and Germany, a return to the Edinburgh Fringe, and the 
commission and premiere of “The End of TV” by the International Festival of Arts and Ideas in 
New Haven, CT.

You can stay in touch with Manual Cinema via our website at this link: 
http://manualcinema.com/contact/

www.manualcinema.com
https://www.facebook.com/manualcinema

@ManualCinema

Representation: Laura Colby, Director
Elsie Management, laurac@elsieman.org

TEL: +1 (718)797-4577
www.elsieman.org



4 OVERTURE.ORG  |  Lula Del Ray

CO-ARTISTIC DIRECTORS
DREW DIR has worked as a puppeteer, playwright, dramaturg, and director in Chicago and 
London. Most recently, his short play The Lurker Radio Hour was voted Best Production at 
Collaboraction’s Sketchbook 8 at the Steppenwolf Garage; his Sketchbook plays have been 
called “daring” by the Chicago Tribune and “ballsy” by Time Out Chicago. He holds an MA in 
Text and Performance Studies from King’s College London and the Royal Academy of Dramatic 
Art. Currently, Drew is Resident Dramaturg at Court Theatre and a Lecturer in Theater and 
Performance Studies at the University of Chicago.

BEN KAUFFMAN is a composer, director, interactive media artist and co-Artistic Director of 
Manual Cinema. His work has been shown at The Jay Pritzker Pavilion (Chicago), The Peggy 
Notebaert Nature Museum (Chicago), and CUNY’s Baruch College (NYC). He has lectured 
and given workshops at The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York University and Parsons 
the New School of Design. His past Composer/ Sound Designer credits with Manual Cinema 
include Lula Del Ray, Ada/ Ava, and the New York Times documentary The Forger. He holds a 
Master’s degree from New York University’s Interactive Telecommunications Program (ITP).

KYLE VEGTER is a composer, sound designer, theater artist, and Managing Artistic Director 
of Manual Cinema. As a composer he’s been commissioned by such groups as TIGUE, The 
Chicago Symphony Orchestra’s MusicNOW series, the Chicago Composer’s Orchestra, and 
Homeroom Chicago. His production credits span genres, and include recent releases by Thin 
Hymns, Spektral Quartet, Tim Munro (of eighth blackbird), and Color Card. His past Composer/ 
Sound Designer credits with Manual Cinema include Lula Del Ray, Ada/ Ava, FJORDS, 
Mementos Mori, My Soul’s Shadow and various other performance and video projects. He has 
been an artist in residence at High Concept Laboratories, and co-founded Chicago’s only 
contemporary classical music cassette label Parlour Tapes+.

OVERTURECENTER.ORG/LOWCOST
Find dozens of FREE performances at

PRICELESS  
doesn’t mean 
PRICEY! 



5Lula Del Ray  |  OVERTURE.ORG

PERFORMERS

STAFF
MIKE USREY (Production Manager, Sound Engineer) has mixed in around a hundred venues 
worldwide, ranging from large outdoor festivals to theaters and clubs. He toured internationally 
for three years with the band Dark Dark Dark (Minneapolis, MN) as front of house engineer. He 
has also toured with Pillars and Tongues (Chicago, IL), A Hawk and a Hacksaw (Albuquerque, 
NM), Royal Canoe (Winnipeg, MB Canada) and Pattern is Movement (Philadelphia, PA). He 
has been the front of house sound engineer for Manual Cinema since 2014.

LIZI BREIT (Puppeteer, MC Associate Designer/ Studio Manager) is a puppeteer, designer, 
printmaker and comic artist living in Chicago. Since graduating from SAIC in 2010 she has 
designed and/or performed puppets with various theatre companies in the city, including Blair 
Thomas & Co, The House Theatre and Dog & Pony Theatre Co.

MICHAEL HILGER (Guitar, Vocals, MC Company Member) is a composer, sound designer 
and multi-instrumentalist based in Chicago, IL. His sound design and composition credits 
include Redmoon Theater’s 2012 Youth Spectacle, MC’s own Show & Tell, the short film KEPT by 
Kacey Meyer, Amygdala Rest by Erasing the Distance, and Mariko’s Magical Mix, a collaboration 
between Hubbard Street Dance and Manual Cinema. He has produced two EPs with Thin 
Hymns, a group he founded and fronts. He is currently working on new music and performing 
solo under the name Michael Albert.

CHARLOTTE LONG (Lula Del Ray) is a Chicago native with degrees from Sarah Lawrence 
College in Literature and Theater. She is a puppeteer, dance theater artist, actor, solo writer and 
movement teacher. She often tours with the award-winning animation and cinematic puppeteers, 
Manual Cinema. Other favorite puppet and non-puppet related credits include: The Plagiarists, 
Oracle Theater, Tympanic Theater, Right Brain Project, Rough House Theater, The Ruckus, Lifeline 
Theater, Factory Theater and the Whiskey Rebellion. You can find her occasionally performing her 
dance theater pieces at Salonathon on Monday nights. Charlotte is represented by Grossman & 
Jack.

SARA SAWICKI (Lula’s Mom) is thrilled to join the touring cast of Manual Cinema’s Lula Del 
Ray. Recent credits include projects with Actors Gymnasium, Buzz22 Chicago, and one step at 
a time like this in collaboration with Chicago Shakespeare Theater. She is a Company Member 
with for Youth Inquiry, performing and directing participatory plays focused on sexual health 
and education in Chicago schools. Sara works nationally with Sojourn Theatre & Center for 
Performance and Civic Practice.

MAREN CELEST (SFX, Clarinet, Vocals, MC Company Member) is a multimedia artist, 
burrito lover and vagabond collaborator. Originally from middle-of-nowhere, Michigan, she has 
attended school in London and lived in Oakland, CA and Chicago, IL, released two full-length 
albums and a 7 EP in the Photographers, has had photographs published internationally (Levi’s, 
CZE Magazine, Hope & Anchor’s Paris Exhibit, Firehouse Collective Exhibit, etc.), nurtures an on-
going solo project and is working towards combining her passions in motion picture.
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Historic Sponsor
American Girl’s Fund for Children

$20,000 - $100,000
A. Paul Jones Charitable Trust 
Adams Outdoor Advertising
Anonymous
Axley Brynelson, LLP
Bell Laboratories
Electronic Theater Controls, Inc. 
Exact Sciences
Goodman’s Jewelers
Kuehn Family Foundation
Madison Community Foundation
MG&E Foundation
Noble Chef Hospitality Group/

Rare Steakhouse
ProVideo
UW Credit Union Investment 

Services 
UW Health & UW Unity Health 

Insurance
Whyte Hirschboeck Dudek S.C.

$15,000 - $19,999
Full Compass
Isthmus
Park Bank

$10,000 - $14,999
Altria
American Family Insurance 
CUNA Mutual Foundation
Evjue Foundation, Inc., the charita-

ble arm of the Capital Times
Icon Restaurant & Tapas Bar
Madison-Kipp Corporation
Webcrafters Inc.
Wisconsin Arts Board
WISC-TV

$5,000 - $9,999
Alliant Energy Foundation
BMO Harris Bank 
The Burish Group of UBS Finan-

cial Services Inc.
The Courtier Foundation Inc.
Custer Financial Services
Ho-Chunk Gaming 
J.H. Findorff & Son 
Johnson Bank
Madison Magazine
Middleton Travel
Orosz Properties/The Lux
Pepsi-Cola of Madison
Plastic Ingenuity
Promega Corporation
Savant Capital Management
ScheduleSoft Corporation 
Stafford Rosenbaum LLP

State Bank of Cross Plains
SupraNet Communications Inc.
TASC
Trek Bicycle Corporation
Tricor, Inc. 
University Research Park
Wipfli CPAs and Consultants

$1,000 - $4,999
Amy & Amy Designs
Arts Midwest Touring Fund 
BR Diamond Suite
Dane Arts
Edge Construction
Event Essentials 
First Business Bank
First Weber Group
Gail Ambrosius Chocolatier
Green Bay Packers Foundation
Hilldale Shopping Center
Ian’s Pizza 
Janus Galleries
Kilwins Madison 
M3 Insurance Solutions
The Madison Club
New England Foundation for the 

Arts
The North Central Group
Think Ink & Design
Urban Land Interests
Wegner CPAs
Zendesk

SUPPORT FOR OVERTURE

CORPORATE & FOUNDATION SUPPORTERS

PUBLIC SUPPORT

CONTACT US

An annual commitment from the City of Madison helps support Overture Center and the community 
engagement programs we provide. Mayor Paul Soglin, the Madison Common Council and City of Madison 
residents deserve our gratitude for their generous support.

Overture also wishes to thank Dane County Executive Joe Parisi, the Dane County Board of Supervisors and 
the residents of Dane County for their generous support.

Overture Center Development Department  |  608.258.4979  |  development@overture.org
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SUPPORT FOR OVERTURE

INDIVIDUAL GIFTS

LOCAL LEGENDS
The Local Legends program 
honors individuals and organiza-
tions who lead by example in their 
support of the arts and community 
engagement. We want to acknowl-
edge those who wish to create a 
legacy through a transformative gift 
to Overture and our community. 

2012-13
Dianne Christensen 
Kelly Family Foundation
Madison Gas & Electric Foundation 

2013-14
Bea & Lau Christensen 
Joe & Mary Ellyn Sensenbrenner 

2014-15
Anonymous donor in honor of 
Ted & Gail DeDee
Ron & Deborah Krantz 

2015-16
Jim & Sue Bakke
Diane Endres Ballweg
Jim Imhoff & Kitty Kuhl
Jonathan & Susan Lipp
Tom & Peggy Pyle

Benefactor ($50,000-$99,999)
Susan Lloyd

Limelight ($25,000-$49,999)
The DeAtley Family Foundation

Lead ($10,000-$24,999)
Anonymous x4
Nancy E. Barklage & Teresa J. 

Welch
The Blake Family
Sara & Eliot Butler
Lau & Bea Christensen
Dan & Natalie Erdman
Betty & Jerry Fuller
Deirdre Wilson Garton
Sandy & Jun Lee
Roma E. Lenehan
John & Mary Schroeder

Joe & Mary Ellyn Sensenbrenner
Judith & Stuart Stair
Dr. Robb Whinney

Cameo ($5,000-$9,999)
Anonymous
Ellen L. Brothers
Karen & Craig Christianson
Steve & Shirley Crocker
Betty Harris Custer & J. Corkey 

Custer
Ted DeDee
Mary & Timothy Erdman
W. Jerome Frautschi and Pleasant 

Rowland
Roberta Gassman & Lester Pines
Larry & Sharon Hahn
Steve & Elaine Hathaway
Kathleen J. Hempel
Norma & Doug Madsen
Jim Matras
Dale & Deborah Nickels
Gus & Mary Paras
Jim & Carol Ruhly
Charles & Barbara Saeman
Ed & Jennifer Snow
Tom Terry
John & Carol Toussaint

Artist ($1,250- $4,999)
Anonymous x4
Raymond Allen
Carla & Fernando Alvarado
Kristine & Paul Ashe
Mark Aulik & Michael Beere
George Austin & Martha Vuke-

lich-Austin
Linda Baldwin O’Hern & Vince 

O’Hern
Dean & Nancy Baumgardner
Martha & Tom Beach
Dianne Benson & Kristin Koeffler
Judy & Mark Bunge
Jim & Cathie Burgess
Anna & Andrew Burish
Michael Caliva & Marcy Seiler
Jennifer Chiaverini
Dennis & Lynn Christensen
Cummings Christensen Family 

Foundation
Richard H. Christofferson
David & Wendy Coe
Tony D’Alessandro & Alison Ten-

Bruggencate
Beverly & Craig Davis
Mike & Lee Ann Dillis

Greg & MaryAnn Dombrowski
Katie Dowling-Marcus & Ben 

Marcus
Pamela Walgren & Dan Dooge
Robert N. Doornek
Alison Dorner
Russ & Jean Endres
Sue & Rob Engelke
Jonathan & Tracy Filter
John & Coleen Flad
Joseph & Eva Fok
Gregory & Jayme Frank
Dennis Funk & Tom Sanew
Stacy Gannon
Saul C. & Melody K. Glazer
Dr. & Mrs. Frank Greer
Lee & Don Grubb
Lisa Hanrahan & Walter Jankowski
Curt & Dawn Hastings
Susi Haviland
Dr. Brandon S. Hayes
Dr. Matthew Hebert and Mrs. Sherri 

Hebert
Wm. Pharis & Carolyn D. Horton
Linda Hughes
James & Kelly Imhoff
Stanley & Shirley Inhorn
Brian and Wade James-Richardson
Michelle Kamin
Donna Katen-Bahensky
Charles & Valerie Kime
Anthony & Margaret Koblinski
Scott & Mary Kolar
Joseph D. Krupp & Diana Grove
Arthur E. & Robin S. Kurtz
Richard & Judy Kvalheim
Dan & Peggy Lee
Willis Long
Richard & Mary Lynch
Jeffery Mack
Madigan Family
Helen & Jeff Mattox
Daniel & Mari Mc Carty
Marie S. McCabe
Barbara McGlynn
Laura Meffert
Tom & Ann Merfeld
Joe & LuAnn Meyers
Mark & Nancy Moore
Glenda Noel-Ney & William Ney
Maxine & Dennis Palmer
Zorba & Penny Paster
Laura Peck & Gregory Anderson
Frank & Laurie Peregrine
Robert Pesselman & Gerri  

DiMaggio-Pesselman
Greg Pfluger & Connie McElrone
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SUPPORT FOR OVERTURE

M. Diane Pollock
Catherine & David Potter
Susan Horwitz & Tom Reps
Pablo Sanchez
Dan & Lonnie Schmidt
Orange Tree Imports
Diane Seder & Bruce Rosen
Jay & Katie Sekelsky
Lynda Sharpe
Terry Sivesind
Jeanne & Joe Silverberg
Kurt Sladky & Debra Neff
Brad & Nicole Smith
Patty Spires-Merkel & Robert 

Merkel
Susan Stites & Jerry Simon
Richard & Marcia Taugher
Jane Taves
Judith Taylor
LaRynda Thoen & Neil Salyapongse
John W. Thompson
Kate J. Thompson
Sal & Judy Troia
Brian & Jennifer Van Wyk
Peter & Toby Wallach
Ellis & Katie Waller
Glenn A. Weihert & Jacqueline M. 

Goetz
Stephen & Carey Weiler
Linda Weimer & Jean Lang
William F. White
Greg and Jenny Williams
Pam & Clinton Woodman
Theodora Zehner
Jennifer Zorr
William Arthur Zorr

Supporting Actor ($500-$1,249)
Anonymous x6
Stephanie Adler-Griffin
Kit Albrecht
Colin & Melissa Anglin
Randy & Areanne Arb
Dr. Randy Armstrong
Mark & Dawn Ashley
Rajai & Chickee Atalla
Jill Ball
Thomas F. Baxter
Linda & Niles Berman
Norm Berven & Barbara Mittelstaedt 

Berven
Miriam & Brian Boegel
Robert Bolles
John & Jan Bonsett-Veal
Patricia Brady & Robert Smith
Megan & Christopher Brakebush
Mary Brow
Cathy & Steven Brodbeck
Bryan & Mary Brosamle

Carolyn Lazar Butler & Brian Butler
Jeff & Robin Cherwinka
Ann & Reed Coleman
Pat & Dan Cornwell
Kristine & Mark Corey
William & Karen Davis
John Delamater & Janet Hyde
Marie Dietrich, Mia & Chloe 

Heiligenstein
Peter Doksus
Lindsey Duca
Carla Edgar
Royle Eenigenburg
Dick Ela
Shad Fanta & Nina Kinnunen
Jill L. Fisher
David & Linda Flakne
Charles N. Ford & Sharon L. James
Michael & Susan Fox
Bonita Sue Friedrich
Sara Record Frings & Gary Frings
John & Alice Frohna
Sandra & Norris Glick
Shawn Guse
Terry Haller
Jan Hamik & Larry Studesville
Mark & Debbie Hamilton
Ann & Roger Hauck
Kirsten Held
Cory Higgins
Cynthia S. Hiteman
Marilyn Hoffman
Brad Hutter
Norman Jenkins
Rosemary Johnson
Sally Jones & Aaron Friedman
Sherrie Kalaher Mullins
Keller Family Charitable Trust
Kathleen M. Kelm
Drs. Debra & Fred Kirchner
Larry M. Kneeland
Robert & Gloria Knipschild
Shine United
James & Jill Krogstad
Mark & Laura Kruck
Marty & Mary Krueger
Daniel & Jennifer Kuehn
Weed Man/ Terry & Kathy Kurth
Donald Lang
Timothy Lardinois
Beverly Larson
Gerald Lefert
Richard & Christina Lemon
Rudy & Barbara Lienau
Susan Lubar
Hal & Christy Mayer
Steve & Susan McCarthy
Sandy McClure
McGann Construction

Cary & Brenda McNatt
Gary & Lynn Mecklenburg
Mark Meloy
Al & Judy Miller
Neal & Cathy Miller
Nicholas & Elaine Mischler
Mike Modl & Peg Littlefield-Modl
David S. Morel
Brad & Kelly Mullins
Marv Nonn
Tom & Carol O’Connell
Alicia Ohnstad
Kevin Palmersheim & Kelsie Doty
Jeffrey Parisi
Frank & Patricia Parker
William & Patricia Jo Paul
John & Susan Pecotte
Evan & Jane Pizer
The Raymond Group
Tom & Jo Ann Reed
Sara E. Rem
Janice K. Rhodes
In Memory of Patricia Davey Struck 

from Drs. David & Joy Rice
Layton & Diane Rikkers
Jan B. Robertson
Jackie & Gary Rockweiler
Judith & Michael Rothschild
Tim & Ann Salutz
Sarah Schaettle, MD
Bill Scheuerell & Ginny Janssen
Jason & Pamela Schmidt
Edward & Julie Shinnick
Susan Skinner
Pam Smestad
Ronald & Christine Sorkness
Jayne Squirrell & Gary Lyons
James & Judith St. Vincent
Tim & Lori Stadelman
Suad & David Stratton
Vicki & Steve Thedinga
Patricia  A. Thomas
Denes Tobie
Fred & Ann Urben
Steven & Kristine Vaughn
Michael Verveer
Peter & Alice Waldron
Laurence & Frances Weinstein 

Foundation
Cindy & Jeff Welch
Jim & Linda Welch
Patricia Welch
David L. White
Hal & Shirley Winsborough
Jane (Ginger) Zimmerman
Patti Zoromski

* current as of September 6, 2016


